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Low Country

for string quartet

Duration
20 minutes

General Notes
Sempre senza vibrato.

Dynamics should be quiet throughout, with'some variatiorvad lib.
The rhythm should be precise and light.

Co-ordination and timing

There are roughly 30 seconds per system (page one lasts/1'30, the rest ¢,1°00)

Gaps in the music should be judged approximately, according to sizes

Allow for small margins at either side of the page (roughly delineated by-the centre of the ——— sign).

When instruments are to continue without a break from one system to the next; the signs ~~ and &_ are used to indicate this.

For points of entry, each instrument should co-ordinate vertically-with the part that entered immediately previously, where
possible.

It is expected that vertical co-ordination be generally fluid. Instruments should only.co-ordinate exactly with one another when
their barlines are joined together. The fourth canon (p.19) should also be in strictly co-ordinated rhythm.

* On pp.12-13, when Vn1, Vla and Ve finish their canons they should co-ordinate with Vn2'in beginning the next section (J= 69).

This may entail missing out a few notes or a phrase while the Vn2 part is located. Vn2 will indicate clearly the start of its } = 69
passage.
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Other notational points
Clefs are indicated only for each instrument’s first entry. They remain the same throughout, as shown:

% Violins

Z@?E Viola

Key signatures, which are indicated at the beginning of each line orfragment as normal, are either b or H . Accidentals affect only
the notes they immediately precede.

[ ] on p.12: do not play in between the brackets, but continue to follow your line as written.
™ or W infrontofa fragment: all notes either up’or’down a quartertone as indicated.
Quartertones:;f =T sharp,:m = % sharp, d = V4 flat, \ﬂz = %/ flats
m\light ricochet

‘Celle’'s — — _—" notation :

The notation is generic, not literal. Do not play exactly the strokes indicated, but use the notation as a guide to general frequency
and differentiation of strokes (it might be found useful to learn the passage as‘written first). The two legato passages

should occur roughly where indicated. Co-ordinate starts and ends of passages with other instruments.

—— _— — _~  _— upbow strokes of different lengths on harmonic G on C-string ( %= sounds up 8ve).
Vary the weight and speed of bow slightly ad lib, within a general p flautando. The tone should be resonant and gentle, mysterious
and glowing.

Slight discolorations may occur occasionally (—# ov —{ ); a few strokes may be entirely* or { , thus stopping the harmonic.

On page 17 as indicated, begin to cross over to the G string (D harmonic), and use both G and D harmonics separately or
occasionally together until end of the passage.



Low Country
Homage to Aldo Clementi

for string quartet

2004

Low Country is the second in a trilogy of werks entitled Sehilderkonst (“Axt-of Painting’). All three pieces use a fragment of
Ockeghem (the ‘In nomine Domini’ section fromithe Benedictus-of the Missa Prolationum) and explore Art’s relation to ‘the real’
with reference to the Netherlandish art of the 16% and 17th eéntuties. In Low-Country, the source material is turned into a number of
canons (distinguished by tempo and sometimes articulation) which are sounded either partially (with rests, cut into pieces) or in
full. The music’s discourse is fragmentary, haphazardly/arranged. Gestires are accidental and insignificant. The music is ‘low’ in

the sense of ordinary, quotidian (a de Hooch ‘genre’ scene?), anti-rhetofical, roughly-fashioned, non-transcendental, quiet. The
connection to Clementi is the canons.
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