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13 March 2023
BBC Singers closure: open letter from composers

We write to express our shock and dismay at the announcement of the closure of the BBC
Singers. As composers, we recognise the BBC Singers as one of the world’s great advocates
for new choral music throughout their 99-year history. The loss of this extraordinary group
would be devastating for the future of the art form, for the composers it champions and for
the audiences it serves.

As you will know, the BBC Singers’ commitment to living composers and new music goes
back to their earliest years. They have commissioned and premiered thousands of works,
including modern classics such as Webern’s Das Augenlicht, Poulenc’s Figure Humaine,
Boulez’s Cummings ist der Dichter, Birtwistle’s The Moth Requiem and Judith Weir’s All the
Ends of the Earth. Throughout their existence they have been one of the only choral groups
capable of tackling the most challenging and idealistic works (Boulez famously describing
them as the ‘jewel in the BBC’s crown’) alongside the rest of their enormous repertoire.
Their contribution to the last century of music has been incalculable.

This contribution remains vital today. In the UK, as our only full-time professional concert
choir, only the BBC Singers can commit to the vast range of commissioning and performing
of new choral music they currently undertake. The scope of their present activities is
extraordinary and unique: from high-profile retrospective concerts of major international
figures (Kaija Saariaho will be their next Total Immersion in May) to studio recordings of
young British composers, to collaborations with artists like Laura Mvula, to workshops with
the next generation of creative minds, to the much-loved Radio 3 Carol Competition.

You say you are looking for agility and flexibility in your future choral provision: you already
have it. No other UK ensemble can match this amount or breadth of activity across the
spectrum of choral styles and genres, nor achieve stunning results so quickly in any
situation. Most importantly, the security of full-time salaried status has allowed them to
lead the way in developing diversity and inclusion in choral music, an agenda they have
taken to heart and for which they were deservedly recognised with a nomination in the
2023 Royal Philharmonic Society Awards for their gender-equal programming.

The BBC Singers are revered by composers and their audiences across the world for their
excellence in new choral music of all kinds. They are a consistent beacon in the UK’s musical
life, one which is surely impossible to replicate with a freelance, casualised workforce.



We believe they are irreplaceable in their current form: please reconsider your decision and
reinstate the BBC Singers.
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